
Guidance for Local Church Hosts of Missionary Visits  

 

 In the California Nevada Annual Conference, the Conference Secretary of 
Global Ministries (“CSGM”) typically is the point of contact for scheduling local 
church visits from itinerating missionaries.  When the church’s General Board 
of Global Ministries (“Global Ministries”) and a particular missionary agree on 
when a periodic visit will occur, they notify the CSGM.  The typical itineration 
cycle is a visit to the annual conference once every three years. 

 Scheduling.  The first step is commonly for the CSGM to schedule the 
Sunday mornings, which are in high demand.  Covenant relationship churches 
have priority.  When there are more covenant relationships than Sunday 
mornings, the goal is to give priority to the covenant churches that have been  
least recently visited on a Sunday.  After scheduling the Sunday mornings, the 
CSGM contacts other supporting churches and places a notice in the Instant 
Connection about availability for further local visits. 

 Expectation on Expenses.  The churches of the annual conference are 
responsible for the travel expenses within the conference of itinerating 
missionaries.   Global Ministries covers the travel expenses to and from the 
conference.   Home-stays in connection with visits are the traditional way 
local lodging and food are provided.  These can be very rewarding 
opportunities for host families to become acquainted with missionaries in an 
informal setting.  Transportation between hosting churches can be provided 
directly by each church or via a rental or loaner car.   

It is hoped that every church that receives a missionary visit will take an 
offering or make a donation to help defray the local travel expenses.  The out-
of-pocket travel expenses for the conference average about $50 per church 
visit.  Many times the missionary will be able to provide a pre-addressed 
envelope to mail a donation to the Conference Treasurer, along with a form to 
designate gifts.  The Treasurer’s address for delivery of funds is 

    CA-NV Conference Treasurer's Office 
     P.O. Box 980250 
     West Sacramento, CA  95798 



A check with a donation or the proceeds of an offering  can be mailed to this 
address made payable to “CA NV Conf UMC.”  The memo line on the check can 
note “Missionary Itineration Fund.”  As a general matter, funds can be delivered 
anytime to the Conference Treasurer with a missionary’s Advance “code” (see 
missionary’s Global Ministries bio for code) and the Treasurer will forward the 
funds to Global Ministries for missionary support.   

 Most importantly, it is hoped that every church that a missionary visits will 
consider, at some appropriate point, ongoing missionary support.  A “covenant 
relationship” is the United Methodist program for such ongoing support, specified 
at $2500 per church per year or $5 per member for churches with fewer than 500 
members. 

 Audio Visual Support.  Itinerating missionaries typically will come to a 
church prepared to make a visual presentation consisting of slides or videos and 
sometimes extending to sound.  Itinerating missionaries often cannot be easily 
reached by phone while they are outside the United States, but after arrival in the 
country for itineration may have a U.S. phone number that the CSGM can provide 
to the church host.  For a Sunday morning visit or other missionary participation in 
a worship service, the pastor will of course want to be in direct contact with the 
missionary for title of any planned message, preferred scripture, and other service 
plans, including the possibilities for audio-visual use in worship. 

 For a non-worship missionary presentation, a basic set-up can include a 
screen or wall for projection of visuals and a power supply (extension cord, e.g.)  
for a computer, cables, and digital projector.  Approximately a week before a 
missionary visits, the church host should make sure that they know from the 
CSGM or directly from the missionary what audio-visual support the church 
should undertake to have available. 
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